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the State, and a reward of three pence a head was offered for 
their destruction. This necessitated the payment of eight thou- 
sand pounds sterling (640,000 individuals having been killed) 
which so depleted the treasury that the premium was decreased 
one-half." 

The book is readable throughout, and its carefully prepared 
biographical sketches will have a permanent interest. 

Gray's Synoptical Flora. 1 — Everything from the pen of Dr. 
Gray is welcomed by the botanists of the country as a contribu- 
tion from one who is a master. A few years ago a volume 
appeared bearing the title Synoptical Flora, which covered the 
ground of the Gamopetalae after Compositae. The volume before 
us, which closely resembles its predecessor, includes the gamo- 
petalous orders Caprifoliaceae, Rubiaceae, Valerianaceae, Dipsaceae 
and Compositae. The two volumes thus cover the whole of the 
North American Gamopetalae, and bring our knowledge of this 
great group down to the present. 

It may be interesting to give here in concise form some of the 
results brought out by this volume. By taking Bentham and 
Hooker's Genera Plantarum and comparing our North American 
composite flora with the composite flora of the world, we find 
that we have representatives of eleven of the thirteen tribes into 
which the order is now divided. We haVe 235 genera out of 766, 
or about thirty per cent of the whole. Our species (nearly 1500) 
constitute about four per cent of the whole. 

If we look over the tribes we find the per cent of North 
American genera and species to be as follows : 



1. Vernoniaceaa. . . 

2. Eupatoriaceas . . 

3. Asteroideae. . . . 

4. Inuloideae 

5. Helianthoidese. 

6. Helenioideae... 

7. Anthemideae . . 

8. Senecionidae . . . 

9. Calendulaceae . 

10. Arctotideae. .. . 

1 1 . Cynaroideae . . . 

12. Mutisiaceae. .. . 

13. Cichoriaceae... 




From the foregoing table it is readily seen that our flora is 
rich in genera, and that it is particularly so in Helenioideae, 
Cichoriaceae, Helianthoideee and Eupatoriaceae. In like manner 
we observe that the Helenioideae, Helianthoideae and Asteroideae 

1 Synoptical Flora of North America. By AsA GRAY, L/L.D., F.M.R.S. and L.S. 
Lond., R.I..A. Dubl., etc., etc. Vol. I, Part II. Caprifoliaceae-Compositae. Pub- 
lished by the Smithsonian Institution, Washington. New York, London and Leip- 
sic. July, 1884, pp. 474. 



1885.I Recent Literature. 61 

are rich in species, the first named having about five times the 
normal per cent. On the other hand it is interesting to notice the 
low per cent of species of Vernoniaceae, Inuloideae and tribes 
seven to thirteen inclusive. Curiously the North American Cicho- 
riaceae, which contain fifty-two per cent of the genera, include 
but a little above six per cent of the species ! 

We can take no more space here for further notice of this most 
valuable addition to our botanical literature. We but express the 
earnest hope and wish of all workers in botany that the veteran 
author may be spared to give us the remainder of our flowering 
plants in the Synoptical Flora. — C. E. B. 

Allen's Human Anatomy. 1 — This work, the issue of the first 
part of which was noticed in this magazine, is now completed by 
the appearance of Section vi, which treats of the organs of sense, 
organs of digestion and genito-urinary organs. This part alone 
contains a hundred and sixteen wood-cuts and sixteen full-page 
engravings. It need scarcely be said that full justice is done to 
the various organs mentioned in the title page, but it may be 
added that a chapter is devoted to the superficial and topographi- 
cal anatomy of the various parts of the body, and another most 
interesting one to embryology and the study of malformations — 
a subject to which Dr. Allen has given considerable study. The 
illustrations are so drawn as to be especially clear to the student. 
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